Baseline biodiversity survey with Steve Bolton, HIOWWT, April 25th 2026
Cllr Steve Hickmore,  Issie Jones - School Governor,  Hilary Hickmore – Woodlands WEB

Pollinator Count in Southern area of rec where birch, cherry and rowan trees were planted by school:
Perimeter route around the tree planting for 15 mins. 
Only 6 plant species found in the entire area, whereas a standard for a biodiverse grass land is 15 species per square metre.
Large white 2 , holly blue 2,  bee fly 2,  brimstone 2, orange tip 1, mining bee 2, solitary bee 1, small white 1, tree bumble bee 1, solitary wasp 1, hoverfly 1, other flies 1
HIOWWT recommendations:
· planting to the perimeter could be stepped down to create a woodland edge structure with small shrubs, tall plants then down to short flower rich grass.
· Increased variety in tree species could be introduced such as buckthorn, crab apple and guelder rose to enhance the value to wildlife.
· Grass amongst the trees would increase in its biodiversity if it were left to grow long,  with cuts in March and September, with pathways mown through it, log pyramids dug in to enhance habitat for insects, invertebrates, mammals, which in turn feed hedgehogs and birds.
· Consideration of a small pond would increase the wildlife value of the area immeasurably

Grassland vegetation counts 
Bank south of the football pitch – 9 species - impoverished
Banks around the tennis court - 19 species – our most biodiverse area: -  Creeping Charlie, Cleavers, Plantain, Purple Vetch, Buttercup, Yarrow, Garlic Mustard, Dock, Dandelion, Dead Nettle, Stinging Nettle, Old man’s Beard, Daisy, Ivy, Moss, Cow Parsley, English Bluebell, Spanish Bluebell, Oxeye Daisy
Bank to the north of the cricket pitch – 9 species, and whilst a low number, does  include some exceptionally valuable pollinator plants like crosswort and wild marjoram.
Bank to north of car park – 8 species – impoverished ground flora with beneficial trees, notably common whitebeam
